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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents: 



In response to the Restriction Requirement dated January 29, 2004, Applicants 
hereby elect, with partial traverse for reasons elaborated below, Group I, claims 1-11 and 26, 
directed to isolated nucleic acid molecules, vectors, and host cells comprising these nucleic acid 
molecules, for examination at this time. Further to the sequence election requirement, Applicants 
elect, with traverse, the nucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO: 4 for examination at this 
time. Applicants reserve the right to pursue, without prejudice, the subject matter of the non- 
elected groups in a subsequent divisional, continuation, or continuation-in-part application. 
Consideration of the Remarks submitted herewith and of the elected claims is now requested. 
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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request that Group X, claim 27, be rejoined with elected 
Group I for examination at this time. Group I is directed to isolated nucleic acid molecules {e.g., 
SEQ ID NOS:l, 3, and 4), vectors, and host cells comprising these nucleic acid molecules, and 
claim 27 is directed in pertinent part to a composition comprising an antisense oligonucleotide 
capable of hybridizing to SEQ ID NO:l, 3, or 4. Applicants respectfully submit that concurrent 
examination of the subject matter of claim 27 with that of claims 1-11 and 26 in the present 
application would not create a serious burden on the Examiner. Specifically, Applicants submit 
that no undue search burden would arise were claim 27 to be rejoined to Group I because a 
search for the claimed nucleic acid molecules encoding an ABCA5 polypeptide would be 
expected also to yield any references, should they exist, having relevance to complementary, 
antisense sequences. 

Applicants also respectfully traverse the requirement to elect a single nucleic acid 
sequence. The nucleic acid molecules having the nucleotide sequences set forth in SEQ ID NOs: 
1, 3, and 4 are related sequences. Specifically, the nucleic acid molecule comprising the 
nucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:4 encodes an ABCA5 polypeptide comprising the 
sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:5 (see, e.g., specification, page 14, lines 14-22). The 
nucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:3 represents the coding region, nucleotides 1 14- 
5030, of SEQ ID NO:l; therefore, both SEQ ID NO:l and SEQ ID NO:3 encode the ABCA5 
polypeptide having the sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:2 (see, e.g., specification, page 9, lines 
17-21; page 14, lines 14-22; page 16, lines 10-19). Applicants therefore respectfully submit that 
the search burden is neither high nor undue for examining these related sequences because a 
search for the nucleotide sequence set forth in SEQ ID NO:4 would be expected also to yield any 
references, should they exist, having relevance to SEQ ID NO:l or SEQ ID NO:3. ' 
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Accordingly, Applicants elect SEQ ID NO:4 solely for purposes of responding to 
the Restriction Requirement, and respectfully request that this further requirement for election of 
a single sequence be reconsidered in the context of the teachings of the present application. 
Consideration of the present Remarks and the elected claims is now requested. 
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